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DIRECTOR’S FIRST FEATURE LENGTH FILM, A SCI-FI
ACTION-THRILLER, INSPIRED BY SON’S DIAGNOSIS
WITH EPILEPSY.

Ghostwater Films just finished principal photography on Director/Producer Darrin Dickerson’s first
feature length film, a sci-fi, action/thriller entitled “D4”. The film, inspired by the Director’s son being
diagnosed with Epilepsy, has happened quickly.

Dickerson sat down to write the script on August 6th 2007, finished the script in less than a month,
went straight into casting and pre-production and began shooting on October 22, 2007. Dickerson
and his crew wrapped principal photography on November 18, 2007.

After having multiple seizures, Dickerson’s son was diagnosed as having Epilepsy in May of 2007,
and put on medication. The first drug administered had terrifying side effects, which became the
basis for the sci-fi/horror angle in D4.

“Although my son’s illness is very minor compared to other diseases, it was still an eye opener
and stressful for his mother and I, especially the mind altering side effects we witnessed while
trying to find the proper medication and the reservations and guilt I personally felt during that
process. What it did for me was two fold, 1st, it inspired this script. Everything in it somehow came
from our experiences with this new thing in our life. 2nd, it pushed me to get off my butt and just
do it. I’d already written a couple of feature length scripts that are in various stages of development,
but I’ve wasted years of my life “waiting” on the phone call, “waiting” on money from investors,
“waiting” on someone else. I made up my mind to write this script, find people who wanted to help
and then do it, with whatever I had in my pocket.”

Dickerson personally took out a loan to cover the major production costs of the film. A few family
and friends also contributed to help supplement those costs. Then he assembled a cast and crew
of people who had a passion to do it. Most of the cast and crew knew Dickerson’s son before they
started. Once they read the script and knew where it came from, they were all in. Dickerson asked
the core cast to dedicate some of their time ahead of the shoot to training. In addition to readings
together, the Special Op.s cast spent time firing live weapons and learning proper team movements
and techniques. They were instructed by a weapons expert from Columbia, TN, a special weapons
instructor from the TN State Troopers and a member of the Franklin S.W.A.T. team.

The first leg of the shoot consisted of eight straight days in the mountains in East Tennessee. “The
first leg was tough. We were rained on just about every day, it was cold and we were in a very
remote location. Everybody hung in tight, and we knocked it out. I couldn’t have been prouder.”,
Dickerson said. The next three legs were shorter, but no less strenuous. One leg consisted of four
days in a condemned building.

D4 follows a team of ex-military mercenaries who have been hired by a rich eccentric Doctor to
rescue her kidnapped son whom she believes is being held in an abandoned government facility
known as the D4. The mercenaries see it as easy money, but, as things unfold, the team discovers
there’s more to it. What started out as a simple search and rescue has turned into a fight for
survival.
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Dickerson says, “I took our experiences with my son, our conversations, the office visits, the stress
and confusion of our real life experience, then pushed it through the dark parts of my brain and
twisted it into a sci-fi action thriller. It stands on it’s own as a movie, but if you know the real story,
it all hits pretty close to real life in some form or fashion. Most of the script was motivated in some
way by my boy’s experience.”

Dickerson’s 6 yr. old son plays an epileptic child in the movie, and Darrin wished to recreate the
rage he saw while his son was on one of the initial medications. “The first medication we tried sent
him into uncontrollable fits of rage. I tried to get the little guy to recreate that bad experience, but
it was tough. He did a good job, but there was no way to accurately recreate what I saw in real
life. Aside from his first seizure, that side effect to the medication was one of the most disturbing
things I’ve ever seen, and what we ended up with doesn’t even come close. For one, he has no
recollection of those experiences, therefore his little mind has nothing to draw from. It’s safe to
say, that’s one of those experiences that you can try to explain, you can try to show, but in the end,
no one can understand unless they see it for themselves.”

Dickerson will begin post production this week and hopes to have the film finished by mid Spring
2008. Plans are to seek distribution and start another film. “This has been a truly awesome
experience. It has been challenging, rewarding and therapeutic. I can’t wait to get started on the
next one.”, Dickerson says.

D4 was Written and Directed by Darrin Dickerson. Produced by David B. Stevens. Co-produced
by Scott McDaniel and Tina Dickerson. D4’s lead cast consists of Jaimee Gray Simon, Darrin
Dickerson, Jeff Hime, Clay Brocker, Eric Berner, Big Mike Ulm, Vicki Askew and Ted Lagarde. The
movie was shot on location in Livingston, TN and Cool Springs, TN.

In addition to narrative film projects, Ghostwater does music videos, commercial and corporate
work.  Ghostwater Films, Inc. is owned by Director/Producer Darrin DIckerson. Some of Dickerson’s
past projects include John Michael Montgomery’s Letters From Home, Randy Travis’ Angels and
a number of award winning short films and television commercials.
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